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Epping Forest District LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL MINUTES  

18 February 2026 at 17.00pm 

Virtual Meeting on MS Teams 

 
Chairman: 
 
Panel Members: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Other Councillors: 

 
 
 
 
 
Officers: 
 
 
 
Secretariat: 
 
 

 
Councillor L Scott (ECC) 
 
Councillor C Whitbread (ECC) 

Councillor S Kane (ECC) 

Councillor J McIvor (ECC) 

Councillor C Pond (ECC) 

Councillor M Vance (ECC) 

Councillor H Whitbread (ECC) 

 
 
Councillor A Lion (EFDC) 

Councillor S Rackham (EFDC) 

Councillor J Lea (EFDC) 

Councillor J Whitehouse (EFDC) 

 
Dan McClean – Highways Liaison Team Leader (Essex Highways) 

Jennifer Boxall – Highways Liaison Officer (Essex Highways) 

Mandy Thompson Service Manager – Technical (EFDC) 

 
 
S Shani - Democratic Services Officer (EFDC) 

 

Item  Owner 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
The Chairman welcomed Members and Officers present. 
 
 

 

2. Apologies 
 
Apologies had been received from Councillor C Pond and Councillor A Lion 
 

 

3. 
 

Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest pursuant to the Council’s Code of 
Member Conduct. 
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4. Minutes 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2025 were a true and 
accurate  
 

 

5. Matters arising from minutes of the previous meeting 
 
None.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

6. Parish funded schemes 
After questions were raised by Members it was established that all Parish-
funded schemes must now be submitted directly to Essex Highways. The 
confirmed contact was parishrequests@essexhighways.org This change was 
attributed to the wind-down of Local Highways Panels ahead of potential Local 
Government Reform. 
 
Local Government Reform 
Members expressed concerns about inconsistent guidance provided to 
parishes and residents. Members highlighted that the perception of residents 
were that Members were unable to assist with highways requests. The 
Highways Liaison Officer (HLO) advised that formal instruction regarding new 
scheme intake or future processes had yet to be disseminated. Furthermore, 
the HLO reported uncertainty around role changes, a lack of revenue budget for 
speed surveys, and co-ordination across departments. 
  

Action (1): The Chair to raise issue with Cabinet Member for Highways, 
Cllr Mark Platt and report back to the Panel via the HLO. 
 

Delivery of funded schemes 
Members acknowledged frustrations that schemes previously listed for delivery 
in 2025/26 had been moved without clear explanation. The HLO noted that the 
timeframe for the delivery of schemes was discussed at the extraordinary 
meeting in June 2025. It was explained there that schemes were to be 
delivered over a two-year period. The HLO clarified that the Design Team 
delivered schemes over 12 districts. Postponements from public consultations - 
especially when Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) are required- also 
contributed to delays. The HLO also asked the Panel to note that delivery dates 
for schemes are approximate dates and changes may happen. Members 
stressed that communications with residents was crucial if changes happened.  
 

Action (2): The Chair to seek further clarification on revised delivery 
timelines from Cabinet Members for Highways Cllr M Platt and report 
back to the Panel via the HLO. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair 

7. Any Other Business  
There was no further business. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:parishrequests@essexhighways.org
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7. Date of Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting of the Epping Forest District Local Highways Panel TBC  

 

 

 

 


