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Introduction
Climate change and committing 
to net zero
In Essex, 49%1 of CO2 emissions are from 
transport, and it is the largest contributor to 
poor air quality across any economic sector. 
Over half of these emissions come from 
cars and a third from heavy and light goods 
vehicles. The UK Government is phasing 
out the sale of new petrol and diesel cars by 
2030 and plug-in hybrid vehicles by 2035 
to accelerate the transition towards all new 
vehicles being zero emission vehicles.

A switch to EVs can contribute to the net 
zero goal and people will need access 
to a reliable, convenient, accessible and 
fairly-priced network of EV charge points. 
However, a switch to EVs alone will not 
be enough and come with their own 
environmental and societal challenges. The 
delivery of publicly accessible EV charge 
points therefore needs to be within the 
framework of the council’s plan for levelling 
up the county3, reducing the need to travel, 
shifting journeys to sustainable options and, 
where necessary, transitioning vehicle use 
to EVs.
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The challenge
The EV strategy will start to address the challenges, and some of the misconceptions, 
of delivering charging infrastructure in Essex, such as the following:

Supporting the transition to 
alternative fuels amidst the need to 
reduce the overall need to travel, 
reduce car use and encouraging 
active travel and public transport use.

Tackling the social and 
economic inequalities of 
the provision of EV charge 
points, costs and improving 
accessibility for all residents.

Encouraging the necessary shift 
to electric vehicles to help reach 
the UK Government’s and Essex’s 
commitment to achieve net zero 
carbon by 2050.

Supporting new industry to bring 
investment and job opportunities for 
Essex as part of our wider levelling 
up agenda.

Addressing physical barriers, such as 
power supply, and perceived practical 
issues reported by the wider public 
around the cost of EVs, range anxiety, 
and limited numbers/quality of charge 
points (charge anxiety).
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The strategy objectives
Strategy Objectives
The draft vision prioritises a publicly 
accessible network that supports the 
transition to EVs, amidst reducing car use, 
and tackling the perceived inequalities of 
accessing and using EVs in the county. We 
have developed six strategy objectives to 
build on each other and start delivering this 
vision to help decarbonise travel in Essex 
for residents, organisations and visitors. 
The strategy sets out our role and how 
we will deliver these objectives in the next 
2–3 years.
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Our priorities
We have developed a set of priorities 
for each of our six strategy objectives 
to guide delivery, improve customer 
experience and encourage the 
private sector to follow:

Objective 1: 
Social Equality
To deliver an equitable electric vehicle charging 
network that promotes social justice through 
an accessible, inclusively designed and fairly 
priced network to all residents.

Objective 2: 
Healthy Environment
To deliver a healthy environment for all by 
helping decarbonise the transport system, 
reducing emissions from transport and 
improving air quality.

Objective 3: 
Resilient and Safe Network
To guide and promote a resilient and safe 
network with infrastructure that is reliable, 
accessible, safe, compatible, easy to use and 
represents good value for money at installation 
and use during its life.

Objective 4: 
Integrated Network

To integrate EVs with sustainable transport and 
future mobility solutions to support a reduction 
in overall car use.

Objective 5: 
Connected Network Meeting 
Essential Demand
Better connecting individuals and organisations 
throughout Essex to support the uptake of 
electric vehicles where car travel is necessary.

Objective 6: 
Creating Better Places

Create better places using infrastructure that 
is inclusive, sensitively placed, designed to 
complement our public spaces and minimises 
the impact on communities.
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Our objectives 
and strategic 
principles
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Within this section we set 
out our six objectives and 
the strategic principles  
that sit under them.
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Essex Electric Vehicle Charge 
Point Strategy
To what extent do you support the 
overarching vision for the Essex Electric 
Vehicle Charge Point Strategy - to deliver 
“the Right Charger in the Right Place”?

Strongly support
Support
Oppose
Strongly oppose
No opinion

The Essex Electric Vehicle Charge Point Strategy sets out the following objectives. To what 
extent do you agree with these? Please select one answer for each objective.

Social equality: accessible, inclusively 
designed and fairly priced network for all

Healthy environment: reducing emissions from 
transport and improving air quality

Resilient and safe network: reliable, accessible, 
safe, compatible and easy to use

Integrated network: complementing increased 
sustainable travel choices and the reduction of 
unnecessary car use

Connected network meeting essential demand: 
connecting individuals and businesses to 
support the uptake of electric vehicles

Creating better places: placing EV charge 
points to complement our public spaces and 
minimise negative impacts

Do you have any comments on the vision and objectives set out in the Essex Electric 
Vehicle Charge Point Strategy?



48

Essex Highways

Essex Electric Vehicle Charge Point Strategy

Go back to 
Contents

The Essex Electric Vehicle Charge Point 
Strategy sets out an action plan containing 
a series of measures we can deliver up to 
2025 to help improve the electric vehicle 
charging network in Essex. Overall, to what 
extent do you agree with the measures 
included in the action plan?

Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly disagree
No opinion

Do you have any comments about the 
action plan or any of the measures 
included within it?

Do you have any further comments about 
the Essex Electric Vehicle Charge 
Point Strategy?

Charge point use
If you have an electric vehicle, or may have one in the future, how important are each of the 
following factors in determining whether or not you would use a public charging point?

Cost of charging

Distance from home

Guaranteed availability of charging point

Location of charging point in relation to 
other amenities

Security of location

Speed of charge available (i.e. rapid or fast)

If other, please state:
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If you have an electric vehicle, or may have one in the future, how likely are to use the 
following charging locations if available to you?

Charging at the workplace

Community hubs

Council-owned car parks

Electric forecourt (e.g. Gridserve)

Home charging (using your own power supply)

Park and Ride

Public on-street charging

Supermarkets, retail facilities etc.

Visitor attractions or destinations

Consultation Feedback
How did you hear about this public consultation?

Social media
Email newsletter
Online
Email
Word of mouth
Newspaper advert
Newspaper article 
Other

If other, please specify:

How helpful was the information we 
provided to you as part of this public 
consultation?

Very helpful
Fairly helpful
Neither helpful nor helpful
Fairly unhelpful
Very helpful

Do you have any comments about the 
public consultation?
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