
From:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:
Sent:

Plant Enquiries Team

RE: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
PROW-26-02 rev.22.01.26.pdf;defra-presumptions-guidance-ppo.pdf;
26/01/2026 09:58:06

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam
 
Thank you for your recent enquiry.
 
After checking where VM apparatus are located, we are happy for a no objection.
 
Regards,
 

Plant Enquiries Team
 
From:
Sent: 23 January 2026 12:12
Subject: [External] INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
 

[Caution: This email originated from outside of the business. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender  or know the content is safe. If in
doubt, click 'Report Message' at the top of your inbox and select 'Phishing']

 

RESTRICTED

 
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A CONSULTATION ON A PROPOSED FOOTPATH DIVERSION ONLY.
IT IS NOT AN ADVICE OF WORKS.
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Essex County Council would welcome your thoughts on the above referenced public path order proposal. This is an informal
consultation only and no Order has yet been made.
 
Please note this informal consultation is not a statutory requirement on the Highway Authority. Its aim is to enable the principal
stakeholders to comment on the proposed changes; feedback which is then considered by the Highway Authority and provided to
the applicant.
It is not intended as a public consultation. The public are informed and invited to respond if they so wish at the formal, Made
Order consultation stage via on-site notices and plans, and the newspaper advertisement for the order.
To enable us to continue this discretionary service we would appreciate it if informal consultations are not shared with the public
beyond any council meetings as no orders have yet been made and public comments on the proposals are not being sought at this
stage.
 
Highways Act 1980 Section 119
Essex County Council intend to make the following order:
 
It is proposed to divert this footpath from within the curtilage of a private property to an alternative route as indicated on the
attached plan.
The DEFRA Presumptions guidance (attached) is considered by the Order Making Authority to be applicable to this proposed
diversion. 
 
If you have any comment to make on the above proposal, please do so by 20 February 2026.  
 
Please be advised that if orders are made for this proposal, then any representation to those orders will need to be made (in writing) at the time
of the orders’ public consultation.
Prior responses to the informal process will not be considered as carried forward to the made order consultation process.
 
Regards
 

| Public Path Order and Development Officer
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

CAUTION: This is an external email.

Floods

RE: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
23/01/2026 16:03:10

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.
 
 
Hi 
 
Thank you for providing this team with the informal consultation of the public footpath diversion, should the
public footpath diversion include works to be undertaken to an ordinary watercourse, then consent must be
given by the LLFA.
 
https://flood.essex.gov.uk/maintaining-or-changing-a-watercourse/apply-for-a-watercourse-consent/
 
kind regards

Flood Investigation Engineer
Environment Climate Action | Lead Local Flood Authority
 
Adr: E1 County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 1QH 

 
 
From: >
Sent: 23 January 2026 12:12
Subject: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
 

 
RESTRICTED

 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Essex County Council would welcome your thoughts on the above referenced public path order proposal. This is an informal
consultation only and no Order has yet been made.
 
Please note this informal consultation is not a statutory requirement on the Highway Authority. Its aim is to enable the principal
stakeholders to comment on the proposed changes; feedback which is then considered by the Highway Authority and provided to
the applicant.
It is not intended as a public consultation. The public are informed and invited to respond if they so wish at the formal, Made
Order consultation stage via on-site notices and plans, and the newspaper advertisement for the order.
To enable us to continue this discretionary service we would appreciate it if informal consultations are not shared with the public
beyond any council meetings as no orders have yet been made and public comments on the proposals are not being sought at this
stage.
 
Highways Act 1980 Section 119
Essex County Council intend to make the following order:
 
It is proposed to divert this footpath from within the curtilage of a private property to an alternative route as indicated on the
attached plan.
The DEFRA Presumptions guidance (attached) is considered by the Order Making Authority to be applicable to this proposed
diversion. 
 
If you have any comment to make on the above proposal, please do so by 20 February 2026. 
 
Please be advised that if orders are made for this proposal, then any representation to those orders will need to be made (in writing) at the time
of the orders’ public consultation.
Prior responses to the informal process will not be considered as carried forward to the made order consultation process.
 
Regards
 

 | Public Path Order and Development Officer
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:
Sent:

Devcon Team

FW: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
PROW-26-02 rev.22.01.26.pdf;defra-presumptions-guidance-ppo.pdf;
26/01/2026 15:39:12

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.
 
 
Good afternoon 
 
Thank you for your email.
 
The above location is not in Thames Water catchment area however we have no comments to make.  I
believe this is in the Anglian Water area, you can contact them if you have any queries in regard to this
application.
 
Kind Regards
 
 

Development Database Administrator

Asset Management & Engineering

devcon.team@thameswater.co.uk
 

Maple Lodge STW, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, WD3 9SQ

 

 

 
 
 
From:
Sent: 23 January 2026 12:12
Subject: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
 

This e-mail originated from outside of Thames Water. Do not click links, open attachments or reply, unless you recognise the
sender's e-mail address and know the content is safe.  If in doubt, contact the Digital Service Desk. Report Phishing via the Report
Message option.

RESTRICTED

 
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A CONSULTATION ON A PROPOSED FOOTPATH DIVERSION ONLY.
IT IS NOT AN ADVICE OF WORKS.
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Essex County Council would welcome your thoughts on the above referenced public path order proposal. This is an informal
consultation only and no Order has yet been made.
 
Please note this informal consultation is not a statutory requirement on the Highway Authority. Its aim is to enable the principal
stakeholders to comment on the proposed changes; feedback which is then considered by the Highway Authority and provided to
the applicant.
It is not intended as a public consultation. The public are informed and invited to respond if they so wish at the formal, Made
Order consultation stage via on-site notices and plans, and the newspaper advertisement for the order.



From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

National Plant Enquiries

RE: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
29/01/2026 14:07:16

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.
 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs,
 

New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
Stopping Up Order / Footpath Diversion / Extinguishment / Gating Order

No Objection
 

We refer to the below or attached order and confirm that we have no objections
 

Please email Stopping Ups to osm.enquiries@atkinsglobal.com

To enable us to process your application as quickly as possible, please ensure you include Grid
References.

 
A copy of the Cable and Wireless process 4461 'Special Requirements relating to the external plant network of Cable and Wireless UK Services Ltd' is available on
request. The process provides guidance on working in the vicinity of Cable and Wireless's apparatus.

 
IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ = Your Next Step?:-
Where apparatus is affected and requires diversion, please send all the scheme related proposals that affects the Vodafone Network to
c3requests@vodafone.com with a request for a 'C3 Budget Estimate'.  Please ensure you include a plan showing proposed works.  (A location plan is
insufficient for Vodafone to provide a costing).  These estimates will be provided by Vodafone directly, normally within 20 working days from receipt of
your request.  Please include proof of this C2 response when requesting a C3 (using the ‘forward’ option).  Diversionary works may be necessary if the
existing line of the highway/railway or its levels are altered. 
 
Many thanks,
 
Plant Enquiries Team (RS)
 
T: 
E: osm.enquiries@atkinsglobal.com
 
This response is made only in respect to electronic communications apparatus forming part of the Vodafone Limited electronic communications network
formerly being part of the electronic communications networks of Cable & Wireless UK (now re-named Vodafone Enterprise UK), Energis
Communications Limited, Thus Group Holdings Limited and Your Communications Limited.

ATKINS working on behalf of Vodafone: Fixed 
PLEASE NOTE:

The information given is indicative only.  No warranty is made as to its accuracy.  This information must not be solely relied upon in the event of
excavation or other works carried out in the vicinity of Vodafone plant.  No liability of any kind whatsoever is accepted by Vodafone, its servants, or
agents, for any error or omission in respect of information contained on this information.  The actual position of underground services must be verified
and established on site before any mechanical plant is used.  Authorities and contractors will be held liable for the full cost of repairs to Vodafone's
apparatus and all claims made against them by Third parties as a result of any interference or damage. The information included on this plan should not
be referred to beyond a period of 90 days from the date of issue.
 

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

 
 

AtkinsRéalis - Baseline / Référence

From:
Sent: 23 January 2026 17:42
Subject: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
 

RESTRICTED

 
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A CONSULTATION ON A PROPOSED FOOTPATH DIVERSION ONLY.
IT IS NOT AN ADVICE OF WORKS.
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Essex County Council would welcome your thoughts on the above referenced public path order proposal. This is an informal
consultation only and no Order has yet been made.
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:
Sent:

RE: WETHERSFIELD FP39 DIVERSION - objection until flooding at C dealt with
PROW-26-02 rev.22.01.26.pdf
03/03/2026 12:58:25

CONFIDENTIAL

Hi 
 
I have to say that I strongly object to this tactic. It is incredibly unreasonable to object to a diversion order on the basis
that there is a puddle on an existing byway that walkers taking the diversion may or may not encounter depending on
whether they head east or west. I understand that you feel that the byway surface may need some attention at this spot,
but to place an objection until the matter along the byway has been resolved is incredibly poor practice considering that
we are partners in protecting the network and that this diversion seeks to resolve a long-standing obstruction issue.
 
My Officers have 56 days to make an assessment of an enquiry, which means we would have to fast track this enquiry,
prioritising it ahead of other works in order that the diversion is not held up. It is highly likely that the standing water will
not be a defect as standing water only becomes a defect when it has been there for more than 10days after the
cessation of rainfall and prevents use. I also note that there is a wide verge to the byway track that is not covered in
standing water that walkers and cyclists could use to avoid the puddle. Reporting this matter when we have half the
county’s rivers overflowing their banks means that we won’t inspect it until things dry out a little. If we decide that this is
not a short term, seasonal issue, then the works are likely to take years as it is clearly not a high priority relating to
safety and is unlikely to get funded for some time to come. Is your intention to hold us to ransom on this issue?
 
In incredible amount of effort goes into these cases where we are trying to address long term issues. It’s frustrating that
we get this far and then receive objections, more so in this case where we are legalising the current walked route and it
is such a minor change in the network.
 
Your objection and demands are unreasonable and are affecting our relationship with The Ramblers. We will investigate
the enquiry, but I implore you to withdraw your objection to this diversion.



Regards
 

 | PROW Lead Officer
 
Public Rights of Way
 

 

 
T: 
Chat with me on Teams
 
www.essex.gov.uk/highways
 

 
 
From: 
Sent: 03 March 2026 10:17
To:
Cc:



Subject: RE: WETHERSFIELD FP39 DIVERSION - objection until flooding at C dealt with
 

CONFIDENTIAL

 
Good morning
 
Thank you for your email.
 
As you know there is no expectation in law on either an applicant or the Highway Authority to instate a
prospective diversion route until/unless an order is confirmed, which is what the coming into force (CIF) date
on an order is intended for.
In Essex we go one step further, to the frustration of some agents/applicants, in that in most cases we
actually withhold confirmation of an unopposed order until the respective PROW Officer is happy that any
works required (including any needed to address issues noted) have been completed or are scheduled for
within the CIF period. You know and I am sure you know that he would not voluntarily accept a new
PROW route that he knew would create genuine problems for the public and himself (through enquiries and
works) and in my role I defer judgement on confirmation based on works to Shirley’s team.
So, I would respectfully ask you please to trust our judgement and professionalism on this to ensure that the
diverted footpath, when/if it becomes a PROW, will be fit for purpose.
You will have seen from the plan and from what’s visible from the byway when you attended site that the
current legal route is very intrusive to the property and so the Presumptions Guidance is very much applicable
here.
 
In terms of the report you have made, that’s not really my area, but I don’t think that my colleagues could
accept or action a report on an area which is not yet highway, which really is the point Jason was making and
I reiterated above.
 
It would be appreciated if the diversion, which we intend to make an order for imminently would be
unopposed as we will dela with any issues on what is fundamentally and very sound diversion proposal.
 
Kind regards
 

| Public Path Order and Development Officer
 

 

www.essex.gov.uk/highways
 

 
Essex Highways is a partnership between
Ringway Jacobs and Essex County Council
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email
 

 
From: 
Sent: 03 March 2026 09:53
To

Subject: RE: WETHERSFIELD FP39 DIVERSION - objection until flooding at C dealt with
 

RESTRICTED

 
Good morning both
 
I do not understand this.  We as the Highway Authority would not confirm the new route until it has been
brought up to the required standard so what purpose does an objection serve and there is no legal
requirement that the proposed route should be fit for purpose at the application stage?  Surely you can just
email or call and ask if we have noted the flooding issue and check we are intending that this is actioned
before any Order is confirmed?
 





 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Essex County Council would welcome your thoughts on the above referenced public path order proposal. This is an informal
consultation only and no Order has yet been made.
 
Please note this informal consultation is not a statutory requirement on the Highway Authority. Its aim is to enable the principal
stakeholders to comment on the proposed changes; feedback which is then considered by the Highway Authority and provided to
the applicant.
It is not intended as a public consultation. The public are informed and invited to respond if they so wish at the formal, Made
Order consultation stage via on-site notices and plans, and the newspaper advertisement for the order.
To enable us to continue this discretionary service we would appreciate it if informal consultations are not shared with the public
beyond any council meetings as no orders have yet been made and public comments on the proposals are not being sought at this
stage.
 
Highways Act 1980 Section 119
Essex County Council intend to make the following order:
 
It is proposed to divert this footpath from within the curtilage of a private property to an alternative route as indicated on the
attached plan.
The DEFRA Presumptions guidance (attached) is considered by the Order Making Authority to be applicable to this proposed
diversion. 
 
If you have any comment to make on the above proposal, please do so by 20 February 2026. 
 
Please be advised that if orders are made for this proposal, then any representation to those orders will need to be made (in writing) at the time
of the orders’ public consultation.
Prior responses to the informal process will not be considered as carried forward to the made order consultation process.
 
Regards

| Public Path Order and Development Officer
 

 

www.essex.gov.uk/highways
 

 
Essex Highways is a partnership between
Ringway Jacobs and Essex County Council
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email
 

 

______________________________________________________________________
CONFIDENTIALITY
The information contained in this communication may contain confidential, privileged and copyright information and is
solely for the use of the intended recipient.  
Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorised.  
If you are not the intended recipient any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken, or omitted to be taken, or
in response to it is prohibited and may be unlawful.  
If you have received this email in error, please notify us and then delete this message at once.

 

VIRUSES
We cannot guarantee that any attachment is completely free from computer viruses and we do not therefore accept any
liability for loss or damage which may be caused.  
Please therefore check any attachments for viruses before using them on your own equipment.  
If you do find a computer virus please inform us immediately so that we may take appropriate action.

 

SECURITY
Unencrypted internet communications are not secure.  



As a result the Company does not accept responsibility for the confidentiality of this message nor guarantee that the
sender shown is the actual sender.

 

NOTIFICATION WITH REGARD TO PRIVACY
You are hereby advised that the Company monitors the use of and intercepts emails on its equipment and system.  
Emails sent and received may be read for valid business reasons.

 

Click here to report this email as spam.
 

Follow us: X | Facebook | Instagram

Get involved: Find a group walk | Become a member | Donate

Find out more: https://www.ramblers.org.uk

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity in England and Wales (no 1093577) and in Scotland (no SC039799), and a
company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (no 4458492). Registered office: Stone King LLP, Boundary House,
91 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6HR.

This email has been scanned by Websense. This e-mail message is confidential and for use by the addressee only. If the message
is received by anyone other than the addressee, please return the message to the sender by replying to it and then delete the
message from your computer.
 

Virus-free.www.avg.com

 



RESTRICTED

 
From: 
Sent: 04 March 2026 13:29
To:
Subject: Fwd: Wetherfield FP 59 Diversion.
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.
 
 

Hi 
 
As Area Footpath Secretary I have the final say on objections to proposed diversion, and I am unable to
support on the issue of the above.
 
I suggested yesterday that withdraw this and would like to give her the opportunity to do so, and
with the User Group tomorrow the issue may be raised there by herself.
 
My reason for emailing is to say assuming does not withdraw the objection, after the User Group I
will formally confirm that on behalf of Essex Rambler, this will happen.
 
Regards,

 
 





From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

clerk@wethersfield-pc.gov.uk
RE: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
24/02/2026 08:19:40

Good morning ,
 
Thank you for the confirmation of no objection from the Parish Council.
 
Kind regards

 | Public Path Order and Development Officer
 

www.essex.gov.uk/highways
 

 
Essex Highways is a partnership between
Ringway Jacobs and Essex County Council
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email
 

 
From: clerk@wethersfield-pc.gov.uk <clerk@wethersfield-pc.gov.uk>
Sent: 23 February 2026 17:01
To org>
Subject: Re: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.
 
 
Dear 
 
The below was reviewed at the PC meeting earlier this month, no objections from Councillors.
 
Kind regards

 
Clerk and RFO
Wethersfield Parish Council
Email: clerk@wethersfield-pc.gov.uk
 
The Clerk works part time hours only.
 

This email and any attachments, replies and forwarded copies are in confidence and are strictly for the use of
named recipient(s) only. If you are not the intended named recipient, please contact the sender and delete the
email from your system and you are prohibited from distributing, copying, making use of or unlawful use of
any information without first gaining the express permission of the sender. Internet email may be susceptible
to data corruption, interception and unauthorised amendment for which Wethersfield Parish Council will not
accept any liability. Any opinions or views expressed are not necessarily those of Wethersfield Parish Council
and do not form any kind of contract.  All communications sent to or from the Parish Council may be subject
to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant legislation.

 
 

From:
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2026 12:11 PM
Subject: INFORMAL CONSULTATION - WETHERSFIELD FOOTPATH 39 DIVERSION, BRAINTREE DISTRICT
 

RESTRICTED



 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Essex County Council would welcome your thoughts on the above referenced public path order proposal. This is an informal
consultation only and no Order has yet been made.
 
Please note this informal consultation is not a statutory requirement on the Highway Authority. Its aim is to enable the principal
stakeholders to comment on the proposed changes; feedback which is then considered by the Highway Authority and provided to
the applicant.
It is not intended as a public consultation. The public are informed and invited to respond if they so wish at the formal, Made
Order consultation stage via on-site notices and plans, and the newspaper advertisement for the order.
To enable us to continue this discretionary service we would appreciate it if informal consultations are not shared with the public
beyond any council meetings as no orders have yet been made and public comments on the proposals are not being sought at this
stage.
 
Highways Act 1980 Section 119
Essex County Council intend to make the following order:
 
It is proposed to divert this footpath from within the curtilage of a private property to an alternative route as indicated on the
attached plan.
The DEFRA Presumptions guidance (attached) is considered by the Order Making Authority to be applicable to this proposed
diversion. 
 
If you have any comment to make on the above proposal, please do so by 20 February 2026. 
 
Please be advised that if orders are made for this proposal, then any representation to those orders will need to be made (in writing) at the time
of the orders’ public consultation.
Prior responses to the informal process will not be considered as carried forward to the made order consultation process.
 
Regards

| Public Path Order and Development Officer
 

 

www.essex.gov.uk/highways
 

 
Essex Highways is a partnership between
Ringway Jacobs and Essex County Council
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email
 

 

______________________________________________________________________
CONFIDENTIALITY
The information contained in this communication may contain confidential, privileged and copyright information and is
solely for the use of the intended recipient.  
Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorised.  
If you are not the intended recipient any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken, or omitted to be taken, or
in response to it is prohibited and may be unlawful.  
If you have received this email in error, please notify us and then delete this message at once.

 

VIRUSES
We cannot guarantee that any attachment is completely free from computer viruses and we do not therefore accept any
liability for loss or damage which may be caused.  
Please therefore check any attachments for viruses before using them on your own equipment.  
If you do find a computer virus please inform us immediately so that we may take appropriate action.

 

SECURITY
Unencrypted internet communications are not secure.  

















Please consider the environment before printing this email
 

 

______________________________________________________________________
CONFIDENTIALITY
The information contained in this communication may contain confidential, privileged and copyright information and is
solely for the use of the intended recipient.  
Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorised.  
If you are not the intended recipient any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken, or omitted to be taken, or
in response to it is prohibited and may be unlawful.  
If you have received this email in error, please notify us and then delete this message at once.

 

VIRUSES
We cannot guarantee that any attachment is completely free from computer viruses and we do not therefore accept any
liability for loss or damage which may be caused.  
Please therefore check any attachments for viruses before using them on your own equipment.  
If you do find a computer virus please inform us immediately so that we may take appropriate action.

 

SECURITY
Unencrypted internet communications are not secure.  
As a result the Company does not accept responsibility for the confidentiality of this message nor guarantee that the
sender shown is the actual sender.

 

NOTIFICATION WITH REGARD TO PRIVACY
You are hereby advised that the Company monitors the use of and intercepts emails on its equipment and system.  
Emails sent and received may be read for valid business reasons.

Think before you print!

This email and any attachments, replies and forwarded copies are in confidence and are strictly for the use of named
recipient(s) only. If you are not the intended named recipient, please contact the sender and delete the email from your
system and you are prohibited from distributing, copying, making use of or unlawful use of any information without first
gaining the express permission of the sender.

Internet email may be susceptible to data corruption, interception and unauthorised amendment for which Braintree
District Council will not accept any liability. We strongly advise you not to email any information that would be likely to
cause you distress if it were to be seen by others. If you have an enquiry of this nature please provide a postal address to
allow us to communicate with you in a more secure way.

Any opinions or views expressed are not necessarily those of Braintree District Council and do not form any kind of
contract.

All communications sent to or from the Council may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with
relevant legislation.


