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With regard to surface type, both sections A to C and A to B are a natural grass surface. 
The proposed route between A and B is already well maintained and irrespective of its 
legal status, A to B is easier to walk. 

Photo of A to B – July 2026 

 

In 2026 an enquiry was raised about the surface of the byway close to point B.  At the time 
of my initial visit in January 2026, I did observe standing water.  However, the surface here 
is old road planings that provides a firm and level surface, even when under a puddle of 
2-3cm.  As this is a maintenance issue, specific to Wethersfield Byway 17, I am proposing 
to revisit this location again, after a period of sustained wet weather to see if cutting a grip 
into the nearby ditch will reduce any issue at this location.   It should be noted that I have 
done a review of any enquiries/complaints specific to this location and with the exception 
of the single 2026 complaint by an objector, no other enquiries of a similar nature have 
been raised in recent years.  The only other enquiry on record dates from 15th January 
2021.  It was made by the original applicant, and was specifically regarding a 
blocked ditch. The location was inspected two weeks later on the 29th January 2021 and 
the inspector stated that the water levels had already dropped and no further action 
required. 
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It appears that the proposed diversion route has been (mistakenly) waymarked by the 
highway authority for a number of years and has been accepted to be the line to the 
footpath.  The proposed diversion would be to simply confirm the popularly walked route 
and is supported by who is the Area Footpath Secretary for the Ramblers 
Association. 

On this basis I am happy for this application to go forward.  

 

Public Rights of Way Officer 

Essex Highways 

Essex County Council 

17 September 2026 




