






























  

 
 

   

18.Confirmation  of  no  relevant  provision  with  the  Essex  ROWIP

In  the view of the Order Making Authority  there  are  no relevant provisions  within the Essex Right of
Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) that would apply to  the  proposed  PROW  changes  in this 
extinguishment  order.
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 , Public Rights of Way Officer 
Statement 

 

I, , of Essex County Council, County Hall, Market Road, Chelmsford, 
Essex, WILL SAY as follows: 
 
I have been employed as a Public Rights of Way Officer in Essex since 2019. I became 
responsible for Public Rights of Way enquiries within the parish of Helions Bumpstead 
in March 2026. 
 
Footpath 07 - Helions Bumpstead has been obstructed and unavailable for public use 
for many years due to the presence of a ditch and overgrown vegetation within the 
small woodland at the south-western end of the route, together with a number of 
fences and a hedge located between the adjoining properties. 
 
The Essex Highways enquiry reporting system has received a total of four enquiries 
relating to the route's signage and obstructions, the earliest of which was recorded in 
January 2018. 
 
In order to reinstate the footpath, it would be necessary to clear a path, 1.5 metres 
wide through the woodland and install a footbridge over the ditch at the south-western 
end of the route. A gap would also need to be created within the hedge at the opposite 
end of the route, together with the installation of fingerposts at both termini. 
 
Each landowner would need to provide an opening through their respective boundary 
fences and, where livestock are present, install an appropriate pedestrian gate. 
 
Ongoing maintenance would involve an annual vegetation cut along the route and 
ensuring that side growth is kept trimmed back by the relevant landowners. 
 
The alternative route follows Drapers Green for approximately 60 metres, most of 
which can be walked on the verge, before continuing along Drapers Lane for 
approximately 150 metres. Drapers Lane is a very quiet no-through road. 



 



 



 



Extracts from Hansard 23 March 2016 
As a Government Minister, Baroness Williams of Trafford made the following statements: 

“The right to apply will be supplemented by guidance that will effectively act as a 
presumption to divert or extinguish public rights of way that pass through the gardens of 
family homes, working farmyards or commercial premises where privacy, safety or security 
are a problem. 

The guidance will give authorities more scope to confirm orders made in the interests of 
the landowner in circumstances where a right of way may cause hardship because it goes 
through the garden of a family home, a working farmyard or other commercial premises. 

I am happy to reaffirm the commitment made by the previous Government that we will 
review, within two years of implementation of the reforms package, how effective the right- 
to-apply provisions and the accompanying guidance have proved to be. The review will 
send a message to authorities that the Government are determined that the new policy 
should work and that if guidance does not bring about sufficient changes, we will consider 
the introduction of further measures.” 

 

Introduction 
1. This guidance sets out Government policy on changes to public rights of way 

through gardens and curtilages of private dwellings, working farmyards and other 
commercial premises. It sets out how local authorities should respond when 
considering diverting or extinguishing public rights of way under s119ZA and 
s118ZAofthe Highways Act 1980, or when considering making a ‘modification 

consent order’ under section 54B of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. It also 
applies where local authorities choose to consider diverting or extinguishing a 
right of way under s119 and s118 respectively of the Highways Act 1980. It 
should be read in conjunction with all other relevant guidance, including rights of 
way Circular 1/09 (or as revised) and sections 118, 119, 118ZA and 119ZA of the 
Highways Act 1980 and Section 54B of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; the 
relevant web links are appended to this guidance. 

 

Context 
2. The majority of public rights of way cross privately owned land. In general, 

members of the public and farmers/landowners are used to the concept and see 
no inherent inconsistency between the fact that land may be privately owned and 
the presence of public routes across it for both passage from A to B, and 
enjoyment of the countryside and the natural environment. 
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