Essex Local Highways Panel – 6 December 2012


CASTLE POINT LOCAL HIGHWAY PANEL 
6 DECEMBER 2012 
Present: 

	ECC Councillors
	CPBC Councillors

	Bill Dick (Chairman)
	Jackie Govier

	Ray Howard
	Simon Hart

	Jill Reeves
	Martin Tucker

	Brian Wood 
	Tom Skipp

	
	


The Leader of the Council, Councillor Mrs Challis OBE also attended.

An apology for absence was received from ECC Councillor Colin Riley.
The following Officers were present:
ECC:

Sean Perry
-
Principal Area Transportation Co-ordinator 

Natalie Szpigelman
- 
Highways Liaison Officer
CPBC:
David Marchant 
- 
Chief Executive

Trudie Bragg 
- 
Head of Environment 
Stuart Jarvis
- 
Contracts Manager 
Cheryl Salmon
- 
Civic Governance Officer 
1.
Minutes of Panel Meeting – 6th September 2012.
Agreed.

2.
Potential Schemes for Consideration of Panel


A129 Woodmans Junction and Cycleway

Congestion at junction.  Fund investigation including Woodmans Corridor.

St Michaels Road j/w A127

Junction not visible to motorists in darkness.

Estimated Cost: £50,000 - £60,000 approximately.

Decision: The Panel noted that nose to tail collisions had already been addressed by the casualty reduction scheme implemented by ECC and no accidents had taken place in the 12 months since implementation.  A further scheme would not represent value for money and it was therefore decided not to proceed.

Bus stop Hazelmere Road / Church Road, Thundersley

Request for hardstand.


Estimated Cost: £3,000


Decision: Bus stop to be replaced but not funded from LHP money.


Leigh Beck Infant and Junior Schools, Point Road, Canvey Island

Add patrol subplates 547.1 to existing 545 signs x 2.

Estimated Cost: 0.59k.

Decision: Agreed.


Montgomery Infant and Junior Schools, Rushbottom Lane, South Benfleet

Pedestrian guardrail, bollards to prevent parking on grass verges


Estimated Cost: 1.77k


Decision: Agreed

3.
Somnes Avenue, Canvey Island - Crossing Update

Additional cost of approximately £35,000.


Decision: Agreed.

4.
Kents Hill Road, Benfleet - Pedestrian Crossing

Further analysis undertaken.  Awaiting results.


The Panel fully supported a crossing at this location.

5.
Foksville Road, Canvey Island – Casualty Reduction Scheme

Due to plans to regenerate the area and uncertainty regarding the future road layout it was suggested that an interim and less costly solution should be explored.
6.
Canvey Road Bollard Scheme

Ongoing works at the site.  Consideration of the scheme to be put on hold at the current time.

7.
Rangers


NS requested suggestions for projects for the Rangers to undertake.  It was suggested that something be circulated in the Member Brief.

Weed control was highlighted as a particular problem in the borough.

8.
Update on Maintenance Programme

The Panel noted the update.

9.
Any Other Business
The Chief Executive took opportunity to raise concerns over the following highway issues:
Traffic Signals at Tarpots Junction

Concerned at current design of junction and that CPBC had very little opportunity to comment.  Suggest meeting with ECC and CPBC to discuss issues further.
Waterside Farm Traffic Signals
Signals are not intuitive so cause traffic congestion.  They do not add value to the road network.  Request that use be reviewed.
Impact of Snow on Road Network


Roads not sufficiently gritted.  Central approach to winter maintenance exaggerates the problem.  If local resources had been used traffic congestion/problems could have been eased a lot quicker.
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